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Summary:

How does a national party systemarise frompre-existing allegiances to place of
birth and social group? What is the process by which |ocal loyalties and
parochi al orientations give way to wi der concerns? These are questions that
were not asked during the Ei ghteenth and Ni neteenth Century nation-building
experiences in Europe and the United States. Yet without answers to these
guestions and others like them it is inpossible for us fully to understand our
own history and, nore inportantly, inpossible to advise today's energent
denocraci es on the routes they should be foll ow ng.

In comi ng years we have a uni que opportunity to see nmechani sns of social and
political devel opment at work. Wth the effective abolition of nationa
frontiers within the European Community after 1992, it is evident that European
politics will becone increasingly central to the European electorate. This
proj ect sought to establish a baseline fromwhich the evolution of a truly

Eur opean political systemcan be tracked over the conming centuries of politica
devel opnent. In this first study, the European-ness of the 1989 elections is
being explored in depth to see whether there are differences between EC
countries, and to search for clues about |ikely future changes.

To do this, a series of three surveys were conducted: the first in Novenber
1988, the second in April 1989 and the third inmediately follow ng the el ections
in June 1989. To reduce costs, the first two of these were fielded in
conjunction with the regul ar Eurobaronmetre autum and spring surveys. The fina
survey was fielded in conjunction with a special Eurobaronetre survey organi zed
by the CEC as its contribution to our research effort. The grant fromthe ESRC
went part-way towards funding the final wave: additional funding for it and
previous waves was provided froma variety of sources.
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The major findings fromthis study are explored in sone depth in the articles
published in a special issue of the European Journal of Political Research
(January 1991), and will be further investigated in Choosing Europe? The
European Electorate and National Politics in the Face of Union (University of

M chi gan Press, forthconing) and el sewhere. The nbst inportant of these can be
sumari zed as foll ows.

(1) Voters behave nuch the sanme in European as in national elections. European
el ections seemdifferent from national elections when | ooked at from a distance
(either in prospect or in retrospect) because Europe is not very salient to nost
voters. So when they are asked whether they will vote in an election that seens
to them somewhat hypot hetical, they give answers that are rather different from
t hose they woul d gi ve when asked about a national election. In particular, the
nor mal nechani sns of party loyalty and inertia seemfromthis perspective to be
overlaid by the differential inportance ascribed to European matters by
different respondents. Seen froma distance, intentions to vote (and recall of
havi ng voted) appear to be related to pro-European attitudes. As the election
dat e approaches, however, and becones |ess hypothetical, normal nechanisns
appear to assert thenselves (Schmitt and Mannhei mer, 1991).

(2) European voters appear to respond to appeals fromnational parties to regard
t he European El ections as an opportunity to register their continued support for
the parties to which they normally owe all egiance (Franklin, 1991).

(3) A single nechani smappears to structure party conpetition in all European
countries. This nechanismhas to do with pre-existing party strengths and the
uni queness of the appeal made by parties. By conparison with these vari abl es,
i deol ogi cal position is much | ess inportant, and incunbency has no influence
what soever (van der Eijk and Oppenhuis, 1991).

(4) |ssues appear not to be of great inportance in deternining the outcone of
this European election. NMore inportant are eval uati ons of the competence of
parties, but |ongstanding party loyalties appear to be the driving force that
determi nes the outcome in particular countries and over Europe as a whole
(Kuechl er, 1991).

(5) European voters generally support European integration and the el ection can
be regarded as sonething of an endorsenent of parties' policies towards European
integration. This is despite the fact that parties do not acquire votes on the
basi s of European issue concerns, but on the basis of national politica

concerns (van der Eijk and Franklin, 1991).

(6) European el ections have consequences that go beyond the el ection of Euro-
MPs. These consequences include providing an opportunity for new parties to
beconme established, raising issues that m ght have been ignored within nationa
political contexts, and having consequences for the standing of national party
| eaders.
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8. Changes to the original award
None

9. Research staff

None

10 Publications

Choosing Europe? The European Electorate and National Politics in the Face of Union
is the major English | anguage publication nowin preparation that is intended to
dissemnate the results of this research. It will incorporate chapters based on
the sane research as already published in a Special |ssue of the European Journal
of Political Research (see Annex), together with chapters about voting behavi our in
each of the countries of the EC. It will be edited by Cees van der Eijk and
nysel f, and published in Ann Arbor by the University of M chigan Press.

Le comportement electoral en Europe by Colette Ysnmal and Rol and Cayrol is the nmjor
French | anguage publication nowin preparation to disseninate the results of this
research. It will be concerned mainly with mass conmuni cation in the European

El ections of 1989 and will be published in Paris by the Presses de |a FNSP

Wahlen Und Europaeische Integration, edited by Gskar N edermayer and Her mann
Schmitt is the major German publication dissemnating the results of this research.
Focussing mainly on the election as experienced in Germany, it was published in

Opl aden by Westdeutscher Verlag in 1991.

In addition, two other books are planned that as yet do not have publishers
contracts: Pilar Castillo and G acconp Sani, The Spanish electoral Market and Cees
van der Eijk, Party Competition in Western Europe.

For other publications see annexed list.

11 Di ssem nation

The nost inportant professional neetings associated with this research took place
in Paris in April 1988 (a workshop of the Joint Sessions of the European Consortium
for Political Research); in Chicago in May 1990 (a panel in the Mdwest Politica

Sci ence Associ ation Annual Meeting); and in San Franci sco in August/ Septenber 1990
(a panel in the Anerican Political Science Association Annual Meeting). The first
of these neetings took place under the title "The European El ections of 1990" while
the other two took place under the title "The European El ectorate on the Eve of
Unification". The papers presented at these and other neetings are |listed as part
of an Annex to this report. The research has already given rise to numerous
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conference papers and published articles (see annexed list) and to a dataset that
is now being archived for use by other researchers (see continuation of item11 on
attached sheet).

The survey

Al t hough the European el ections of 1989 provided the third occasi on upon which

Eur opean voters had simultaneously gone to the polls in all the menber states to
sel ect those who woul d represent themin the Parliament of the European Conmunity,
this is the first time that a Europe-w de el ection study has been conducted to | ook
systematically at the factors affecting the final results. |n a nmgjor research
effort, alnmost forty thousand EC citizens were interviewed in connection with the
study, which is, fromthis perspective, the nost extensive election study ever
conducted anywhere in the world. It consists of three representative surveys
conducted sinultaneously in the 12 menber states of the European Community in the
fall of 1988, the spring of 1989, and shortly after the June elections. Sanples of
about 1000 citizens were interviewed in each country (except for Luxenbourg, where
smal | er sanples were investigated), yielding informati on on party preferences,

el ectoral participation, orientations towards a broad range of European and

nati onal problens, policy preferences, ideological |eanings, and soci odenographic
background. A first round of data analysis, focussing on the elections as a

Eur opean event, has been conpl eted and was published as a special issue of the

Eur opean Journal of Political Research in early in 1991

The research team

The granthol der is the only investigator associated with this project who is
mentioned on Page 3, but the research teaminvolved in this study actually included
a nunber of other individuals. A core group of scholars planned the survey and its
anal yses. This group consisted of:

Pilar del Castillo (University of Madrid)

Rol and Cayrol (University of Paris)

Cees van der Eijk (University of Amsterdan)

Mark Franklin (Universities of Houston and Strathcl yde)
Manfred Kuechler (Hunter College, City University of New York)
Renat o Mannhei ner (University of Genova)

Karl heinz Reif (Conm ssion of the European Commrunity)

Hermann Schmitt (University of Mannhei m

Colette Ysmal (University of Paris)

In addition to this core group of scholars, a second group was recruited to provide
expertise on countries not represented anong the core group. These additiona
scholars are as foll ows:
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Joachi m Bacal ao (Portugal)

Neil Collins (Northern ireland)
John Curtice (Britain)

Panayote Dimtras (G eece)

Mari o Hi rsch (Luxenbourg)

M chael Marsh (Irel and)

Eri k Oppenhuis (the Netherlands)
Li even de Wnter (Belgium
Torben Worre (Denmar k)

So this final report does not relate to my work al one, but also to the work of
these other individuals (and their associates).

Ti met abl e
The period for which the ESRC provided a grant to support this study cane to an end
i n Decenber 1990, but the research concerned is still very nmuch under way. Data

analysis is a | engthy process when you have (as we do) sonme 39, 000 respondents to
anal yse. Thus the project is by no neans conplete, and this Final Report should
not be regarded as final in the nornmal sense. It can only be a report on the
progress made during the period of the grant.

Progress with the European El ection Study was necessarily linked to the fielding
of the Eurobaronetre surveys which constituted the vehicle for the study. The
first wave was thus fielded in Novenber 1988 in conjunction with EB30 before the
start of the grant period. The second wave was fielded in March/April 1989 in
conjunction with EB31 and the third wave in June/July in conjunction with EB3la.
This is the wave in which questions were included that were paid for by the ESRC
grant. Al three waves were coded by the commerci al agencies responsible for
fielding the surveys, and anal ysed by nenbers of the research team

A conference was held in Paris in April 1989 (as part of the Joint Sessions
Wor kshops of the European Consortiumfor Political Research) in which papers were
presented based on analysis of first wave data. These papers were then revised in
the light of second and third wave data, for publication as part of a Special |ssue
of the European Journal of Political Research in January 1991. Sone of these
papers were al so presented at other conferences in revised form in particular in
Atlanta in August/ Septenber 1989, in Ansterdamin Decenber 1989, in Chicago in
April 1990 and in San Francisco in August/ Septenber 1990. The Amsterdam neeting
was concerned with discussing prelimnary results of the third wave of the survey
(the wave primarily funded by the ESRC). The other neetings consisted of panels
that fornmed part of the Mdwest Political Science Association and Anerican
Political Science Association annual neetings. The Anmsterdam neeting al so served
as a planning session for a nmgjor book-length publication. Entitled Choosing
Europe? The European Electorate and National Politics in the Face of Union, it
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focuses on results of the European el ections country by country and places these in
cross-national perspective to assess the extent to which that election was a

Eur opean as opposed to a national phenonenon. The book will be published by the
University of Mchigan Press. The above panels and other neetings were uniquely
concerned with the results of the European El ection Study. Papers have al so been
presented at neetings that were not specifically concerned with the this study, but
at which our findings were relevant for other reasons. Such papers are listed as
part of the attached Annex along with the papers presented at the neetings
specifically listed above.

Progress towards conpl eti on of The European Electorate in the Face of Union has
been facilitated by neetings held in conjunction with the Joint Sessions Wrkshops
of the European Consortiumfor Political Research in each year since 1989, not only
at the nmeeting in Paris which was specifically dedicated to the study of the 1989
el ections. For exanple, the workshops held in Essex in 1991 provi ded an
opportunity for the editors to discuss with contributors the details of their
country chapters. A further opportunity of this kind will be provided by the Joint
Sessions in Linerick in 1992.

A neeting of the entire research group is being held in Mannheim in February
1992, funded by the Mannheim Centre of European Social Research. At this neeting
we will discuss progress on the book, and also begin to plan for the 1994 European
El ection study which no | onger seens very far away.

Findings (1): the Europeanness of European el ections

Al t hough the book of the election study is still in preparation, the pattern of
findings are already clear. European elections seemdifferent from nationa

el ections when | ooked at froma distance (either in prospect or in retrospect)
because Europe is not very salient to nbst voters. So when they are asked whet her
they will vote in an election that seenms to them somewhat hypothetical, they give
answers that are rather different fromthose they would gi ve when asked about a
nati onal election. |In particular, the normal mechani sms of party loyalty and
inertia seemfromthis perspective to be overlaid by the differential inportance
ascribed to European matters by different respondents. Seen from a distance,
intentions to vote (and recall of having voted) appear to be related to pro-
European attitudes. As the election date approaches, however, and becomes |ess
hypot heti cal, normal nechani sns appear to assert thenselves. The actual turnout in
Eur opean el ections appears to respond to nuch the sane forces as does turnout in
nati onal elections, and the basis for party choice appears nmuch the sane as well.
Most voters in the European El ection could be described as 'habitual voters' who
participated in the elections just as they would have in national elections
(Schmtt and Mannheiner, 1991). On the other hand, a small nunber of respondents
do vote differently in European elections than they would in a national election,
and the nature of these differences provide us with clues as to the likely future
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devel opment of the European electorate. Al these matters are explored in sone
depth in the articles for the European Journal of Political Research already
referred to, and are further investigated in the research upon which the chapters
of The European Electorate in the Face of Union are based.

A major innovation was introduced in this election study. Voters were asked not
only what party they supported, but also how likely it was that they woul d support
other parties in their political system For each such party they were asked to
rate the probability (on a scale from1 to 10) of the likelihood that they would
ever support it. The resulting data are very rich, and will be investigated in
detail in the proposed book by Cees van der Eijk. Prelimnary findings have
already led to a nunber of conclusions. First, a single nmechani smseens to
structure el ectoral conpetition in all EC menber countries. Second, the
conpetitive performance of political parties is not affected by their governnenta
status, their ideological position, or by the degree of politicisation of the
el ectoral environnent. Third, parties' conpetitive performance is strongly
af fected by the degree of uni queness of their electoral potential, their nobilising
capacities, their ideological extremty and their sheer size (van der Eijk and
Qppenhui s, 1991).

A detailed study of the issues that played a part in the European El ection
canpaign gives little support for the cognitive, rational choice approach to
el ectoral outcomes. A large segnent of the national el ectorates does not perceive
any particular party as best able to handl e any of the problens they personally
feel nost inportant. Moreover, when particular parties are considered able to
handl e a problem our findings suggest that this viewreflects a pre-existing
conmitnent to that party rather than to a conscious evaluation of the party's rea
ability to deal with the problemin question. Voters do tend to support the party
they see as nost conpetent to handl e inportant questions, but this is probably a
reflection of pre-existing commtnents (Kuechler, 1991).

Nevert hel ess, our data do enable us to cone to grips with the question of whether
Eur opean voters support the policies of their preferred parties in regard to
European integration. Qur findings showthat only a very few parties take
positions towards the Community which are clearly out of line with the average
position of their voters. The parties involved are the orthodox- Protestant
conbination in the Netherlands, the Wrkers Party in Ireland, the Italian MSI and
the Greens in several countries - Gernany, the Netherlands, Ireland and (to sone
extent) Luxenmbourg. The discrepancies between these parties' positions and the
attitudes of their electorates - taken with their generally successful electora
performance - underscores what is already known from other research: parties do not
acquire votes on the basis of European issue concerns but rather on the basis of
national political concerns. Nevertheless, and with the exceptions nentioned, the
result of the European Elections may still be considered as an ex post facto
endorsement and legitimation of parties' policies towards European integration (van
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der Eijk and Franklin, 1991).

The inportance of national concerns and national cues in what should have been a
Eur opean el ection was found repeatedly in our anal yses. One possible explanation
for this is the fact that national party |eaders exhort their followers to support
the sane parties in European el ections as they support in national elections in
order to further national political ends. 1In other words, European elections may
be treated as a neans of denpnstrating support for national programs and policies.
Qur data are not well suited to testing this hypothesis, but a detailed
investigation of the avail abl e evidence suggests that this is indeed what is
happeni ng. European el ections are not really European in ternms of the nmjor
determ nants of voting choice (Franklin, 1991).

Per haps the nobst definitive respect in which we can describe the 1989 European
el ections as being truly European is the extent to which the same processes of
deci si on-naki ng and policy eval uation appear to have taken place in all countries.
The very fact that it is possible to nmake general statements about the European
El ections - statenments that are not prefixed by lists of country names - indicates
that Europe is in many ways already a single political systemin which nmuch the
same political processes occur in all countries, even if one of the things that
Eur opean voters have nmost in comon is the |ow salience to them of European
political issues and the |ack of inpact of the European election on their
| ongstanding (national) political preferences.

I n The European Electorate in the Face of Union we are exploring these themes in
nore detail, country by country. Qur expectation, based on anal yses of al
countries taken together, is that turnout and party choice in the European El ection
can be explained to a |large extent by the sanme factors as turnout and party choice
in national elections. The major differences we expect to find will be in the
| evel of arousal generated by parties and nedia (lower in European El ections than
in national ones), and in the absence of formal consequences for (national)
gover nnent conposition, which nay occasionally pronmpte voting for small or
extrem st or new parties.

Thi s general expectation neans that anal yses conducted in our country chapters
cannot be limted to the European El ection, but also have to take into account what
happens in national elections. National vote-intention is included in the data of
the European El ection Study; furthernore, our country experts will nmake use of
established insights fromnational voting studies, or perhaps run conparabl e
anal yses on other datasets which deal with national elections and which contain the
sane or simlar variables to those contained in the European Election Study. In
particular, it nay be necessary in many cases to contrast descriptions or
expl anations/interpretations deriving fromthe European El ection Study with
experience fromearlier European Elections (those held in 1979/1981 and in 1984).
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The European Electorate in the Face of Union addresses two basic questions.
First, it investigates the extent to which the elections to the European Parlianment
are actually perceived as European el ections: to what extent do issues relating to
the European Comunity govern the interest partisan choice of individual voters.
Secondly, it investigates the inpact of these el ections on national and European
political processes.

Wth respect to the first of these two questions, previous research focussing on
the el ections of 1979 and 1984 suggested that European el ections should be viewed
mainly as 'second order' national elections in which the choices nade by voters
shoul d not be seen as being different fromthe choices they woul d nmake in other
second order (e.g. regional) elections. Wile the 'second-order' interpretation of
European el ections clearly still holds true for the 1989 European el ections, first
anal yses of the data we have coll ected regarding voter notivations point to
differences in degree between the various nenber states. Conparisons with the
findings of earlier European elections will attenpt to gauge the extent to which
nati onal electorates are acquiring a new European identity.

Obviously, the election results can be viewed fromat |east two separate
perspectives: (a) turnout, and (b) party or candi date choice. Explaining and
interpreting each of these (sets of) dependent variables may require our country
experts to take account of nunerous factors such as issues, the current donestic
political climate, the politicisation of European or ECrel ated i ssues, and so on.

Concerning turnout, our country experts will docunent briefly any differences in
turnout in European El ections, as conpared to other elections. They will coment
upon these in the Iight of election rules, procedures, thresholds, etc. One of the
nost i nmportant substantive questions to be addressed is whether or not, or to what
extent, individual turnout is structured in terms of variables which are related to
substantive political interests or preferences. |In other words, are specific
groups (characterized in ternms of objective interests, ideological |eanings, sone
kind of party preference, preferences respecting salient political issues or
respecting the EC) over- or under-represented anong those who turn out to vote?
When turnout is selective in these ways, electoral representation will be biased,
and this may indeed affect the legitimcy of el ected assenblies including the
European Parlianent. CObviously, in addition to asking how selective turnout is,
one has also to investigate whether, and if so in what ways, such selectivity is
nore pronounced in European than in national elections. Finally, we nust keep in
m nd that certain kinds of selectivity in turnout cannot be construed as resulting
in biased representation. |f, for exanple, one finds that the politically involved
are turning out in higher nunmbers than the uninvolved, this will not bias the
contents of electoral representation unless it can be denobnstrated that substantive
political opinions, preferences and orientations are strongly related to
i nvol venent .
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In order to answer this set of questions enpirically, the authors of our country
chapters will have to consider in any case the possible effects of mmjor socio-
denogr aphi ¢ vari ables, of major social and political cleavages in each country, of
political or ideological preferences of one kind or another, and nmuch nore. To a
| arge extent this anobunts to the question to what extent the pattern of explanation
described by Schmitt and Mannheiner (1991) is adequate, or to what extent it has to
be suppl enented with other variables, or amended in sone other way before it fits
the conditions observed in particular countries.

Concerning party choice, our country experts will docunent briefly any difference
in distribution of party choice in the European Elections, as compared to other
el ections, and conmment upon this in the |ight of possible differences in the
suppl y-side of the election (i.e. are the participating parties/lists/candidates
the sane as in national elections bearing in nmnd, for exanple, the effect of
conbination lists or electoral pacts). They will also conment upon any such
differences in party strength between European El ections and national elections in
the light of possible differences between the two kinds of elections in ternms of
el ection rules, procedures, definitions of constituencies, thresholds, etc.

Findings (2): the effect of European elections on national politics

The country chapters in The European Electorate in the Face of Union w |l docunent
the extent to which national politics were affected in each country by the very
fact that a European el ection was held, the policy debates that resulted, and the
success or otherwi se of parties in gaining or |osing el ectoral support as conpared
with previous national elections; as well as by the fact that European el ections
provi ded an opportunity in some countries for new parties to gain a promi nence that
m ght have been denied themin national elections.

Despite the fact that elections to the European Parlianent may prove to be not
very European in sonme countries, it is clear that even in such countries they add
an inportant date to the political calendar. The stronger the second-order
character of a European election in a particular country, the nore the current
nati onal governnent of that country is subject to the endorsenment or criticismthat
its electorate expresses, the result of which nay affect government stability and
party behavior in a nunber of ways. Also, without the allocation of nationa
executive power being formally at stake, the structural disadvantage that nmay
afflict snmaller and nore radical parties at national elections is largely
al l eviated. Such parties can attenpt to use European elections to inprove their
visibility and, in turn, their chances in subsequent national elections. Fromthis
poi nt of view, European elections may be seen as the 'mdwife assisting in the
birth of new parties'. Since the election is neverthel ess a European one, it nay
turn out to be the case that European issues cone in this manner to affect domestic
politics. So elections to the European Parlianent may have political consequences
in ways different fromthose envisioned by their original proponents. The analysis
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of these consequences constitutes the second major thene of this book.

In particular, the absence, in nost menber states, of strong European effects on
voters' behavior in 1979 and 1984 has |l ed us to ask whether national politica
parties offer to the voters of each nenber country sufficient choice anong Europe-
rel ated policies and objectives for the election to differ in any significant way
froma purely national election. |If the answer is in the negative (as we believe
on the basis of our overall analyses that we will generally find it to be) we wll
have di scovered a cl ear negative inpact of national parties on the procedures for
Eur opean denocratic accountability and control. Parties, after all, play a mgjor
role in shaping the nature of political debate in each country, and it is partly up
to themto offer the policy proposals that woul d enabl e a European election to
differ in any significant way froma purely national election. |If our country
experts do find that parties in their countries have indeed presented such
alternatives to the voters, then they need to take the next step and ask whet her
the differences they observe carry sufficient weight in the mnds of the electorate
of their country as to |lead voters to diverge at all from domestic-national party
preferences, even when parties offer different stands with respect to European
policy and the devel opnent of the Community.

Some of the kinds of effects which European El ections nay have on domestic
politics, which will be explored in detail in the country chapters of The European
Electorate in the Face of Union are:

a) Consequences for governnent stability.

Particularly in the case of coalition governnents, the relations between coalition
partners may cone under pressure when their relative sizes have been changed
dramatically by the election result, conpared to the start of the current
coalition. 1In sone cases this may |ead to change of personnel, in sone to a break-
up of the coalition, or, if applicable, to calling (early) national elections. In
the case of single-party governnment, the election result may contribute to a

cabi net reshuffle, or possible even to a decision to call (early) elections.

b) Consequences for internal relations of parties.

I nternal power positions may change in parties that do exceptionally well or
exceptionally poorly in the European El ection. (Doing well or doing poorly is hard
to define. Sonetines performance is best viewed in relation to previous elections,
sonetines in relation to combn expectations before the elections, i.e. a party did
not | ose as nuch as was anticipated, thereby strengthening the position of whoever
is perceived as the cause of this 'success'). The major inmportance is not so nuch
who is gaining or losing power within their own parties, but what effect such
changes in internal power relations have for parties' stances with respect to
(domestic and European) issues, collaboration with or opposition to other parties,
and so on.
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c) Consequences for policy positions of parties and governnents.

Depending on the interpretation given to favorable or unfavorable results at the
polls, politicians, parties or governments may alter their own policy positions,
not so nmuch because a shift in internal power relations forces themto change (that
is covered in the previous points), but because of adaptive behavi or of unchanged
party elites or |eadership.

d) Consequences for the agenda of public debate and political decision-naking.

The European El ection provides one of the few opportunities for w de-ranging public
debate about the EC. Its institutions exist independent of the occurrence of

Eur opean el ections, but a public debate may not energe outside the context of

Eur opean Elections owing to the primarily donestic orientation of nass
communi cati ons, of national political parties, and the of the national governnent.
Eur opean El ections and their canpaigns offer the possibility of increasing the
saliency of such issues (which does not inply that this possibility is always
realized), possibly to such an extent that they remain on the public (and
political) agenda even after the European Election is over.

e) Consequences for the party system

Thi s headi ng covers a nunber of different possibilities, which partly have to do
with election results and partly with the fact that the rules for European

El ections may be nore or less different fromthose of national elections. For
exanple, the fact that small countries can fill only a small nunber of European
Parliamentary seats effectively enforces a threshold, which nay be higher than is
customary in national elections; or the size of and demarcation of constituencies
may differ fromnornmal. These differences may stinmulate or facilitate the
formati on of electoral pacts. Particularly interesting are cases where such

col | aboration continues after the European El ection, possibly leading to |asting
col l aboration, to structural electoral pacts, or even to party nergers. MNoreover,
Eur opean El ections nmay be seen as occasions to test the waters for newy forned
parties. Such occasions nmay be nore friendly than national elections, owing to the
second-order nature of European El ections. Having achieved a respectabl e show ng
may alter the climate of opinion with respect to the potential of a new party; and
this may, in turn, may affect that party's performance in subsequent nationa

el ections. Finally, European Elections may serve as a cause of dissension and
fragnmentation in existing parties. To the extent that European El ections
contribute to the saliency and politicisation of issues (see above) which are not
lined up with domi nant donestic conflict dinensions, they may generate (or nake
mani fest) divisions the inmpact of which may extend beyond the European El ectora
context proper (possibly leading to splits and the energence of new parties) and
thereby affecting the future course of domestic politics.

Findings (3): the energence of a new political force
Apart fromthis research agenda, already anticipated in the original proposal to
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study the 1989 European elections, the startling success of the British Geen Party
in these elections (based on voter preferences already visible in the April pre-

el ection wave of our study) has provided the opportunity to enploy the data as part
of a major project on Green Party politics in Britain for which prelinmnary funding
was provided by the University of Strathclyde, and for which additional funding was
| ater granted by the ESRC. Wl fgang Ridig (the Principal |Investigator) and nyself
gave papers on this subject at the American Political Science Association annua
neeting held in San Franci sco in August/Septenber 1990, and el sewhere. Two of

t hese papers are now published, and others are in preparation. A book contract has
been signed with Oxford University Press for a work entitled Green Party Dynamics
which is scheduled for conpletion during 1993. This research, though separately
funded, can be considered a product of the European Election Study insofar as it

i nvol ves the behavi our of European voters, and the |inks between voting behavi our
and party activism The papers and publications resulting fromthis project that
make use of European El ection Study data are included in the Annex to this report.
The nost inportant findings are sumari zed bel ow.

Wth very few exceptions, theories of green politics have hitherto been tested
only on the basis of enpirical data taken fromi ndividual countries, and many
theoretical constructs clearly reflect particular national experiences. The
Eur opean El ection Study data on green voting in the European Elections of 1989
provide a first opportunity to confront the wi de range of hypot heses whi ch have
emerged fromthis theoretical literature with truly appropriate data.

First, our results show that theories of green politics have probably overstated
the role of a range of socio-denpgraphic variables. It is true that overall we do
find support for the thesis that highly educated young voters enployed in the
public sector or outside full-time enploynent are nore likely to vote green than
others; but overall, socio-denographic variables explain very little variance
(between 5 and 7 per cent) in actual or potential green voting.

Secondly, looking at the profile of green voters in terns of left-right
pl acenent, post-materialism and the inportance of environnental issues, we found
that all of these factors independently contribute to an expl anation of actual and
potential green voting. Environmental concern was clearly the single variable
whi ch had the broadest appeal across all countries. The influence of post-
materialismand left-wing orientations was nore patchy; though in sone instances
(particularly in Gernany) these variables were far stronger predictors of green
voting than was environmental concern

Overall, our findings seemto show that stability may be a characteristic of
German green voting, while other green parties may have to contend with nore
flexible, but also nore volatile, green electorates. One inplication of our
analysis is that it is probably msleading to talk about a "European" green voter
as soneone with specific characteristics. The variability of our findings from
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country to country does suggest that differences between countries may be nore
pronounced than hitherto assuned.

Thi s research continues, and Green Party Dynamics will not be published before
1994.

ot her di ssemination of results

The data collected in this study was enbargoed until January 1991. It is now being
deposited in the ESRC Data Archive at the University of Essex, and at other data
archives in Europe, where it will be available to scholars for secondary anal ysis.
This is a major research resource consisting of three |inked surveys of a total of
39,000 voters in twelve countries. The data can be enployed in a variety of ways,
and is being archived in such a manner as to facilitate various different forns of
anal ysis (by country, by wave, etc.). The data are docunented in a rather |arge
nunber of codebooks: one for each country and one for each wave, naking fifteen
altogether. This nmajor aspect of the research effort was funded by the Dutch

Nati onal Science Foundation in a grant to Cees van der Eijk. The sane agency is
funding ny visits to Holland to work with nmy co-editor on The European Electorate
in the Face of Union.

NOTE: The grantholder moved from the University of Strathclyde to the University of
Houston in October, 1989, after the bulk of the work actually paid for by the ESRC
grant had been completed.

Annex: Schol arly output additional to books already listed in (10) above

(1) Articles, nonographs and reports published or in press

Cayrol, Roland (1991). European Elections and the Pre-El ectora
Peri od: Media Use and Campai gn Eval uati ons. European Journa
of Political Research (19:1), pp. 17-30.

Eijk, Cees van der (1990). Ongerustheid over kiezersopkonst -
Terecht of niet? [Turnout - cause for concern or not?],
Nanens, Vol. 5, 8, COctober 1990, pp. 18-22.

Eijk, Cees van der, Manfred Kuechl er and Hernmann Schnitt (1990).
The European Voters Study 1989. | ASSI ST Quarterly Vol 14,2,
pp. 9-13.

Eijk, Cees van der and Mark N. Franklin (1991). Conmmunity Politics
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and El ectoral Representation: Evidence fromthe 1989
European El ection Study. European Journal of Politica
Research (19:1), pp. 105-128.

Eijk, Cees van der and Eri k Oppenhuis (1990). Turnout and Second-
Order Effects in the European El ections of June 1989 -
Evi dence fromthe Netherlands. Acta Politica, 1990/1, pp.
76-94.

Eijk, Cees van der and Eri k Oppenhuis (1991). European Parties
Performance in El ectoral Conpetition. European Journa
of Political Research (19:1), pp. 55-80

Eijk, Cees van der and Hernmann Schnmitt (1991). The Role of the
Eur obaronmeter in the Study of European El ections and the
Devel opnent of Conparative El ectoral Research. In Karl heinz
Rei f and Ronal d I nglehart (eds.), Eurobaroneter. The
Dynam cs of European Opinion, Festschrift for Jacques-René
Rabi er, London: Macmillan

Franklin, Mark (1991). Getting Qut the Vote: Social Structure and
the Mobilization of Partisanship in the 1989 European
El ecti ons. European Journal of Political Research (19:1),
pp. 129-148.

Franklin, Mark and Wl fgang Ridig (1991). The G eening of Europe:
Ecol ogi cal Voting in the 1989 European El ections. d asgow.
Strat hcl yde Papers on Governnent and Politics No.82.

Keating, Patrick and M chael Marsh (1990). The European Parl i anent
election. In Mchael Gallagher and Richard Sinnot (eds.),
How Irel and voted 1989. Galway: Center for the Study of
Irish Elections, pp. 131-147.

Kuechl er, Manfred (1991). I|Issues and Voting in the European
El ections 1989. European Journal of Political Research (19:1),
pp. 81-104.

Rudi g, Wl fgang and Mark Franklin (1991) G een Prospects: The
Future of the Greens in Britain, France and Germany, in
Wl f gang Rudig, ed., Green Politics Two 1991, Edi nburgh
Edi nburgh University Press, in press.

Schmitt, Hernmann (1989). Was war 'europdi sch' am Europa-
Wahl ver hal ten der Deutschen? Ei ne Anal yse der Europawah
1989 in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland. [The 'European’
effects on German el ectoral behaviour in the European
el ections of 1989] Aus Politik und Zeitgeschichte (B43/89),
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pp. 39-51.

Schmitt, Hermann (1990). Party Attachnment and Party Choice in the
Eur opean El ections of June 1989. A cross-nationa
conparative analysis of the post-electoral surveys of the
Eur opean Voters Study 1989. International Journal of Public
pi nion Research, Vol. 2, 2, pp. 169-184.

Schmitt, Hernmann and Renato Mannhei ner (1991). The European El ection
Study 1989. European Journal of Political Research (19:1),

pp. 1-2.

Schmitt, Hernmann and Renato Mannhei ner (1991). About Voting and
Non-Voting in the European El ections of June 1989. European
Journal of Political Research (19:1), pp. 31-54.

Swyngedouw, Marc, Lieven de Wnter and Luc Schul pen (1990). De
Ver ki ezi ngen voor het Europees Parlenent 1989 [ The European
el ections 1989]. Report published by DI MARSO (Gal | up
Bel gi um), Novenber 1990

(2) Papers and reports delivered but not (yet) published

Bauer, Petra and Hermann Schmitt (1990). Di e Republikaner
Uni versitat Mannheim ZEUS (67 p., minmeo).

Eijk, Cees van der (1990). I|deology, Party Systenms and Voting in
Eur ope. Paper prepared for delivery at the 1990 annua
neeting of the American Political Science Association, The
San Franci sco Hilton, August 30 through Septenber 2, 1990.

Eijk, Cees van der and Eri k Oppenhuis (1989). Parties' Attitudes
Toward the European Conmunity. A cross-national exploration
of voter perceptions and their usefulness in electoral
research. Paper prepared for presentation at the Joint
Sessi ons of Wbrkshops of the European Consortium for
Political Research, April 1989, Paris.

Franklin, Mark (1989). Euro-Voting in European El ections:
Prelimnary Findings fromthe First Wave of the 1989
El ection Study. Paper prepared for presentation at the
Joi nt Sessions of Wrkshops of the European Consortium for
Political Research, April 1989, Paris.

Franklin, Mark (1989). The European El ectorate on the Eve of
Economic Unification: |Inmages of Parties and Euro-Voting in
the Election of 1989. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting
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of the American Political Science Association, Septenber
1989, Atl anta.

Marsh, M chael (1990). Accident or design: Non-voting in the Irish
general election of 1989. Paper presented to the ESF/ ESRC
Conference on political participation, University of
Manchester, January 1990

Qppenhuis, Erik V. (1990). Extreme Right Voting in Gernany, France
and Italy. Paper prepared for presentation at the 1990
Joi nt Workshops of the European Consortiumfor Politica
Research, April 2 through 7, Ruhr-Universitat Bochum

Qppenhuis, Erik V. (1990). Opkomst en second-order effecten in de
Eur opese verki ezi ngen van 1989. [ Turnout and second- order
effects in the European el ections of 1989 - a Europe-wi de
anal ysi s]. Paper presented at the Annual Conference of the
Dutch Political Science Association, Enschede, June 1990

(28 pp.)

Schmitt, Hermann (1990). Party ldentification and the Vote in the
1989 European and in National Elections. A conparative
anal ysi s across nations and el ecti ons based on the post-
el ectoral surveys of the European El ections Study 1989.
Paper prepared for delivery at the 1990 annual neeting of
the Anerican Political Science Association, The San
Francisco Hilton, August 30 through Septenber 2, 1990.

Ysmal, Colette (1990). The Browni ng of Europe: Right-Wng
Extrenmi smin European El ections. Paper prepared for
delivery at the 1990 annual neeting of the American
Political Science Association, The San Francisco Hilton
August 30 through September 2, 1990.

The data will also be enployed as the basis of a PhD dissertation by
Eri c Oppenhuis and for a Habilitation by Hermann Schmitt.



